
t 59-storeys Meriton Tower stands 
high over the southern end of  George 
Street, in Sydney’s CBD. Characterised 

by Harry Seidler’s unique equilateral 
triangular design, which was decided by 
competition, the building features numerous 
signature elements including a sail like roof  
form and curved •ow that is broken by the 
large rectangular balconies. The building’s 
structural shape, and aesthetic elements 
serve to emphasise Meriton Tower when seen 
from both street level as well as from distant 
points that offer a panoramic view across the 
city. Meriton Tower will undoubtedly become 
a focal point in the cityscape. 

Meriton Tower incorporates 345 luxury 
residential apartments, in addition to three 
•oors of  commercial of!ces, two-and-half  
of  which form Meriton’s new headquarters. 
The Meriton Tower also includes an 
extensive retail precinct called Skyview 
Shopping Plaza, adding to the buzz of  lively 
shopping that already exists at street level 
in the neighbourhood which links Sydney’s 
China Town and southern CBD. 

As the principal builder Meriton had to devise 
strategies to aid in the construction of  both the 
unorthodox triangular shape of  the building 
and the penthouse balconies, which, rather 
than being linear as with most buildings, are 
positioned at angles. This necessitated careful 
planning to ensure the safety of  the site.
 

The building process was unusual, with the 
lift core being constructed !rst. In building 
the lift core !rst, the internal lifts were able 
to start operation prior to the completion of  
construction, and this made it possible to 
decommission the hoist cranes earlier than 
on most sites. In the city’s crowded CBD 
such planning enables less obstructions and 
lowers the costs of  construction.   

The speed of  construction also facilitated 
early occupation, and clients were able to 
move into the lower levels of  the building 
prior to the completion of  the tower. Indeed 
the serviced apartments were occupied 
while the last-!t outs on the top storeys 
were still going on. Occupancy of  the tower 
is expected to be one-hundred percent, 
and was running at ninety percent prior to 
completion of  the project. 

Meriton have already developed numerous 
buildings in the southern CBD, and have 
reinvigorated the previously nondescript 
neighbourhood that once sat between 
Central, China Town and the Town Hall. 
With Meriton Tower they have created 
an unusual building, which is one of  
the tallest in the area, and will be an 
essential element of  the city’s skyline, 
appearing as a signature building 
for both Meriton and the city of  
Sydney.
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ormed in 1959 John B. White Pty. Ltd. 
(JBW) provides surveying services for large-
scale residential, commercial and high rise 

construction projects. 

This work normally includes site pre-purchase 
investigation, boundary surveys, construction set-
out and land, stratum and strata subdivisions.

The company has spent four years to date work-
ing on the Meriton Tower development on which 
they have provided detail and level surveys, 
boundary surveys, excavated volume surveys and 
setout for construction.

JBW is also in the process of  completing a num-
ber of  complex stratum easement and subdivision 
and strata plans for the development. 

The Meriton Tower building is an impressive 58 
storey building with many complex curved walls 
and balconies dominating the façade together 
with a unique triangular lift core.

This lift core created special challenges for JBW 
as the core’s triangular shape, jump-form con•gu-

ration, height above the !oor slabs and seven lift 
shafts needed specialised equipment and proce-
dures for •eld work and calculations.

Additional construction challenges were also cre-
ated by the multiple grid systems, complex curved 
wall shapes and having tight clearances to the 
property boundaries.

JBW’s work on the Meriton Tower has subse-
quently received a Highly Commended Award for 
the Infrastructure and Construction Category at 
the 2006 NSW Excellence in Surveying and Spa-
tial Information awards ceremony.

Additionally to this, Robert Cornish from JBW 
has spoken at a number of  Surveying seminars on 
the topic of  ‘Controlling the Equilateral’ which is 
an account of  the challenges involved in Survey-
ing the Meriton Tower building.

John B White Pty Ltd
67 Kimberley Road
Hurstville NSW 2220
p | 02 9579 4067
f | 02 9570 6630
e | wdt@jbwhite.com.au
e | rc@jbwhite,com.au
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Expanding boundaries
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oral is Australia’s largest building and
construction materials supplier, with
operations also concentrated in the USA

and Asia. With $A4.8 billion worth of  sales a 
yearand over 15,800 employees working across 
682 operating sites, it is understandable why 
Boral maintains the leading market positions in 
all three geographical markets. The Australian 
owned company, established 60 years ago, in-
corporates a product and distribution range of  
building and construction materials, including 
quarry products, cement, pre-mix and precast 
concrete, plasterboard, timber, bricks and pav-
ers, roof  tiles and even windows. Boral is also 
Australia’s leading quarry operator, with over 100 
quarries, sand pit and gravel operations through-
out Australia. Furthermore, it’s activities both lo-
cally and off-shore are continuing to grow with 
Boral being the largest brick manufacturer in the 
USA. Incorporating a highly trained and skilled 
workforce, as well as developing high quality, 
consistent products, Boral is the natural choice 
to work on large-scale signi•cant projects. For 
the Meriton Tower Boral supplied 15,000m3 of  
concrete, totalling some 2885 loads. This con-
crete ranged in strength from 20MPA through 
to 80MPA. 

In order to facilitate the delivery of  the of  con-
crete to a site in the busy CBD with access only 
available via Kent Street, Boral relied on a rig-
orously structured management system. All of  
Boral’s trucks are •tted with GPS, which enables 

the company to be able to track exactly where 
each load is once it has left the yard. This global 
perspective enables the company to coordinate 
deliveries accordingly, and avoid unnecessary de-
lays in delivery times. The use of  GPS is a •rst 
for an Australian concrete company, and posi-
tions the company at the cutting edge of  their 
industry. Further, the trucks are all automatically 
time stamped on Boral’s computer system, and 
all the company’s plants use computer batch-
ing. Such thorough data control enables Boral to 
respond to demands immediately and they can 
change a batch in 5 minutes. 

Boral is at the forefront of  developing Green 
Concrete  products using waste and/or recycled 
materials. Developed in Victoria about 3 years 
ago, it was •rst used in the City of  Melbourne 
Council House 2, heralded as the world’s •rst six 
green star rated building for exceptional sustain-
able building design. Green Concrete has since 
been supplied to a number of  other projects 
in Melbourne and Sydney, including projects in 
the Justice Precinct at Parramatta.Boral has won 
many industry awards for their environmental 
management including 5 CCAA Environmental 
plant awards in NSW. 
 

Kings of concrete
B Boral

Level 39 AMP Centre
50 Bridge Street
Sydney NSW 2000
1300 55 25 55
www.boral.com.au



Setting the standards
mega Appliances have 25 years experience 
importing and distributing kitchen and 
laundry technologies and •ttings. These 

include the premium grade Smeg products, which 
are designed and manufactured in Italy, to the 
European standard.  The company also produce 
their own Omega brand, which are manufactured 
in Europe to the high standards demanded by the 
Australian market. The Omega brand is designed 
in both Italy and Australia, guaranteeing the qual-
ity and design meet the customer’s requirements, 
and includes ovens, cook tops, uprights, range 
hoods, dishwashers, microwaves, and clothes 
washers and dryers. 

The Omega brand includes a fan force multi 
function oven, considered by Omega Appliances 
to be the prerequisite for the discerning Austra-
lian consumer.

All of  the Omega products are manufactured to 
Australian standards of  safety and energy use. 
Further the wet products such as the washing ma-
chines and dishwashers meet – and even surpass 
– existing water regulations, recognising the seri-
ous concerns voiced by customers regarding the 
environmental effects of  water use. 

Commonly supplying kitchen and laundry equip-
ment for medium to large-scale residential devel-
opments, Omega Appliances also distribute their 
products to individual buyers through high street 
retail. The company employs 90 people in their 
Sydney branch, and has grown to have of•ces and 
sales teams across the country. 

O Omega Appliances supplied more than 1800 
pieces to the Meriton Tower development. These 
included all kitchen appliances; ovens, cook tops, 
dishwashers and microwaves, in addition to sup-
plying the clothes washer and dryer machines for 
each of  the laundry areas. The company had to 
face the challenge of  supplying the necessary 
equipment within a tight schedule, which saw the 
rapid progression of  construction and the subse-
quent •touts. Through thorough critical planning 
Omega Appliances were able to predict the speed 
of  demand against the available supply of  stock 
and were thus subsequently able to meet the de-
mands of  the project. 

With the successful completion of  the Meriton 
Tower Omega Appliances have been able to fur-
ther consolidate their long-standing relationship 
with Meriton. The company are now contracted 
to supply kitchen and laundry equipment to other 
developments including the Lumiere develop-
ment that, like the Meriton Tower, is also located 
in the Southern end of  the Sydney CBD. 

Omega Appliances
2 Baker Street
Botanay NSW 2019
p | 02 9384 5678 
f | 02 9666 3025
www.omegasmeg.com.au
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ideo Intercom Pty Ltd was formed in 1979 
to import and distribute Italy’s premium 
Communications and Security products. 

Video Intercom’s directors Lloyd Davis and Ari 
Koutsougeras have extensive experience across 
numerous related industries; construction, elec-
trical contracting, communications and security. 
They are the sole Australian providers of  the pre-
mium range Italian Urmet Domus security and 
communications system. Urmet Domus has the 
advantage of  being designed to be readily upgrad-
ed with the latest technological developments. This 
enables Video Intercom to maintain and update 
systems, even those installed when the company 
was •rst founded. Moreover, Video Intercom is 
able to readily transfer new client’s systems from 
other providers to the Urmet Domus systems. In 
addition Video Intercom offer continual technical 
support to their customers. Video Intercom and its 
various joint venture partners including Securiteng 
& Consolidated Security Services have installed 
Security, Access Control, Building Management 
& Automation and Communications in numerous 
high pro•le properties including Sydney’s World 
Tower and many others.

For the Meriton Tower development the com-
pany provided numerous interrelated systems 
for the convenience and wellbeing of  residents. 
The access control system installed by Video In-
tercom enables residents to monitor access and 
communicate with those seeking access via nu-
merous systems. For commercial properties there 
is an audio communication system, while the ex-
clusive penthouses have an intercom that utilizes 
multiple full colour high de•nition video perspec-
tives. In addition this communication system is 
totally integrated and can be answered from the 

V security of•ce or by the concierge, depending on 
the speci•c demands of  the resident. The system 
also allows visitor’s access to be restricted to their 
appropriate destination, rather than giving them 
free-run of  the building, adding another level of  
security. 

Video Intercom also provided more than 240 
security cameras, allowing the car park, exits and 
entrances and the retail and commercial zones to 
be monitored. The images recorded are all stored 
in the security control rooms for one-month, and 
can be retrieved either from a security room or 
the communications room. 

In addition all •re doors are alarmed, and – should 
an alarm be triggered – a high de•nition digital 
image is captured on the closed circuit surveil-
lance system. 

Video Intercom also provided an environmen-
tal control system for the Meriton Tower. This 
system monitors all the boilers and pumps, and 
raises the alarm should an accident or damage to 
these occur. This alarm is triggered in the security 
room, and enables action to be taken immediately, 
preventing the possibility of  a malfunction caus-
ing wider damage to the property or discomfort 
to the residents. 

Video Intercom worked with Meriton throughout 
the project, designing a fully integrated system as 
part of  the construction process. Moreover, Vid-
eo Intercom will also provide 24/7 maintenance 
for the systems, guaranteeing that they maintain 
their functions and provide the high standard of  
service expected by their clients.

Video Intercom
Unit 2
5 Parsons Street
Rozelle NSW 2039
p | 02 8585 0700
e | sales@videointercom.com.au 
www.videointercom.com.au 

Keeping an eye on it
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 family run business, Marsh Ceilings have 
a very successful track record with Meri-
ton having worked on all of  the company’s 

of•ce •t-outs since Marsh Ceilings was founded 
ten years ago. The company was formed by expe-
rienced tradesman Drago Radovic whose under-
standing and experience of  the industry enables 
Marsh Ceilings to draw upon his specialist knowl-
edge. In addition the company have 45 employees, 
as well as trainees, who form a solid, dependable 
team of  reliable and responsible tradesmen.

For Meriton Tower, Marsh Ceilings provided and 
installed the of•ce ceilings, partitions, glass parti-
tions, bulk heads, suspended ceilings and doors, 
spending eighteen months on site. As Drago Ra-
dovic states the development was a “very good 
project, it went very well, and smoothly.” As Dra-
go Radovic observes Marsh Ceiling’s long estab-

lished working relationship with Meriton is due 
in part to the “Meriton personnel who are very 
good to work with, and we have a good relation-
ship with them”. 

With yet another successfully completed •t out 
for Meriton, the company are now looking for-
ward to contracting on to future large residential 
and commercial projects and building up on their 
already extensive portfolio. 

A Marsh Ceilings Pty Ltd
PO Box 3245
NSW 2158
p | 02 9652 0672
f | 02 9652 2296
e | marshceilings@hotmail.com

Looking up to them
ustracraft have over 23 years experience in 
shop •tting and of•ce •t outs. The com-
pany specialises in detailed joinery, !oors, 

walls, ceilings, sales counters and reception desks, 
storerooms and shelving solutions. Their impec-
cable and quality workmanship graces numerous 
shops in Sydney’s CBD and the historic Queen 
Victoria Building, alongside various West•eld’s 
across the Sydney greater metropolitan area. 

Austracraft’s recent of•ce •t outs have included 
high pro•le clients such as ING as well as Trav-
elforce in Sydney’s CBD. With a professionally 
skilled and dedicated team of  tradespeople, Aus-
tracraft also maintain an ongoing training scheme, 
recruiting and training apprentices. This allows 
the company to guarantee the ongoing quality of  
their staff ’s skills and maintain the high standards 
for which they are rightly known. 

For the Meriton Tower project Austracraft were 
called upon to provide •t outs for the arcade. The 
job included •tting custom made and supplied 
raked ceiling panels that are designed to decrease 
the noise in the arcade; in addition the company 
installed veneer panels above the shop fronts and 
column cladding. Working simultaneously with 
other trades, Austracraft completed the project 
on time and met all the clients needs and speci-
•cations.

While it is more common for Austracraft to work 
on shop •ttings, the Meriton Tower arcade pro-
vided an opportunity for the company to prove 
both the adaptability and high standards of  their 
team. The •t out in the arcade, like previous jobs, 
showcases the talents of  Austracraft with a metic-
ulous attention to detail and hand •nished joinery 
to exceptionally high quality. 

A

Crafty craftsmen
Austracraft Shop•tters P/L

13 Wetherill Street
Silverwater NSW 2141

p | 02 9748 1633
f | 02 9748 4457

m | 0422 873 221
e | raffy@austracraft.com.au

www.austracraft.com.au
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